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LOON TIME

When earth edges toward the winter solstice
and the leveled light lessens, the loons begin
to assemble on the gruff north country lakes.
As they survey the thickly rimed rocky ridges
along the shoreline, feel the first ice crystals
clutch their feathers, they sense the old call
to vacate their New Hampshire nesting sites
and begin their diurnal flight to the open sea.
There they will ride the ocean swells; swing
on the changing tides; dive, disappear, reappear
in the trough of a distant wave; sated, strong -
ready to endure stinging sleet, gnawing gales.
When winter weakens, they shuck their ashen
colors; display bright black-white checkered
hues. Soon: the flight north, courting songs
loudly yodeled, mates, twigs gathered, chicks.



